In pursuing the difficult investigations connected with the separation of the rare earth elements, Urbain showed great versatility in employing many physical and chemical methods, often necessitating prolonged and tedious work. It is estimated that, together with Lacombe, he had carried out some 200,000 fractional crystallizations over a period of fifteen years.
In addition to his work on the rare earths, Urbain will be remembered for his contribution to the study of complex inorganic salts, which he considered to form a link between inorganic and organic compounds.
During his career, Urbain illled many important posts. He lectured at the Ecole Centrale and presided over the Experimental Section of the Ecole des Hautes Etudes. In the Great War he directed the Chemical and Technical Section of the Artillery.
These numerous activities none the less left Urbain time for artistic recreations. Those who attended the banquet in his honour given at the Maison de la Chimie last June were privileged to hear several of his original musical productions.
WE regret to announce the following deaths:
Prof. Edwin H. Hall, emeritus professor of physics in Harvard University, on November 20, aged eightythree years.
Prof. J. Splichal, professor of inorganic and analytical chemistry in the School of Mines, Pffbra.m, Czechoslovakia, who had only recently completed a lengthy study of the thermal decomposition of the carbonates of calcium, magnesium, iron and manganese, on December 8, aged fifty-three years.
News and Views
Society for the Protection of Science and Learning PERHAPS there is no finer testimony to the work undertaken by the Society for the Protection of Science and Learning, the report for 1938 of which was referred to in NATURE of December 17 (p. 1051) than the extent to which it has received the active support during the whole of its five years existence of the university staffs in Great Britain. Not only have individuals and committees in the majority of academic centres lent ready assistance to their exiled colleagues from abroad in the way of advice and vigilance for new openings for them, but also they have contributed financially more than £10,000 towards the funds of the organization which seeks to aid academic refugees. The Society itself has arranged a week of meetings early next term to take place in the great majority of British academic centres, with the view of spreading information concerning the plight and prospects of academic refugees. Among those who have agreed to take part in these meetings are included : Royal Society is giving a special reception to the academic exiles and those who have been working in their interests, in collaboration with the British Academy, on February 7; and on February 10 the evening discourse at the Royal Institution is to be given by Prof. Max Born, one of the most distinguished of the refugee men of science.
The Chemical Society
AT a meeting of the Chemical Society held at the Royal Institution on December 15, it was stated that Prof. Robert Robinson, W aynflete professor of chemistry in the University of Oxford, has accepted nomination to the office of for the period 1939-41, which includes the centenary celebrations of the Society to be held in April 1941. The Longstaff Medal for 1939 has been awarded to Prof. I. M. Heilbron, for his outstanding contributions to the science of chemistry in the field of natural products, especially vitamin A and related natural pigments, the anti-rachitic vitamin D and its precursors, and the constituents of the fish liver oils and of natural resins of the triterpene group. Prof. Heilbron was lecturer in organic chemistry in the Royal Technical College, Glasgow, from 1909 Glasgow, from until 1914 Glasgow, from , and in 1919 became professor of organic chemistry there.
In 1920, he proceeded to the University of J,iverpool as professor of organic chemistry ; in 1933 he held the chair of organic chemistry in the University of Manchester. In 1938, he was appointed professor of organic chemistry at Imperial College, London. 
